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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
ITEM #1.2







SUBMITTAL DATE:  6/21/06
SUBJECT: CYD Membership Nomination and Appointment
RECOMMENDED MOTION:  That the Riverside County Workforce Development Board (WDB) Executive Committee approve the Council for Youth Development’s (CYD) recommendation to appoint Sunday Burton as a parent representative, Michele Gracia as a private sector representative and Nancy Matzenauer as a Youth Agency Representative to the CYD.
BACKGROUND: In an ongoing effort to increase its membership with representatives who can contribute to the CYD mission, Sunday Burton, Michele Gracia and Nancy Matzenauer are being nomination for appointment to the CYD.  Sunday Burton was selected by the Jurupa Youth Opportunity Center staff and youth to represent Riverside County Youth.  Ms. Burton has several children who are either in or have completed the program.  She is very excited about becoming a part of the Council.  Ms. Burton brings extensive experience from raising her children to supporting her community.  She will be a great addition to the Council based on her ability to connect with community leaders and the YOC staff.  Her views and opinions will be greatly appreciated during her involvement with the Council.

Michele Gracia is a native of Riverside County.  Her education was received at various schools and colleges including English, Psychology, Sociology, and Ethnic Studies. Her professional endeavors have encompassed marketing, public relations, sales, recruitment, mediation, training, management services, promotions, and event planning.  Ms. Gracia currently works for Center for Employment Training (CET) as the Enrollment Recruiter.  She has cultivated extensive supportive services to assist the large parolee population, and she serves as a motivational speaker/panelist for the Parole and Correction Team (P.A.C.T) throughout the Inland Empire. For more than 35 years, Ms. Gracia has been involved in the Latino Community and served as a mentor to youth for over 30 years on a personal, educational, and emotional level. Her involvement with different youth organizations has included assisting the Orange County Youth Forum, student bodies of junior high and high schools with school activities, participating as a guest speaker for high school multi-cultural organizations, and as a presenter for the YEMP program. Ms. Gracia served on the Board of Directors for the Chicano/Latino Youth Leadership Project (CLYLP) as well as a volunteer for nine years and is currently serving as a Publicist/Manager to a local Olympic.
Nancy Matzenauer has served as the Jurupa Youth Opportunity Center (YOC) Director for the past four years and successfully led the YOC to become certified as a Continuous Quality Improvement organization.  This year the program was also awarded a Golden Bell, the highest honor bestowed by the California School Boards Association for exemplary programs in education. She believes that true leaders are called to touch the lives of children in a positive way each day, and she strives to live by this philosophy as an administrator for the Jurupa Unified School District.  Ms. Matzenauer holds two masters degrees and completed her 2-year coursework in California Schools Leadership.  She was also named the school district’s teacher of the year and bilingual teacher.  Ms. Matzenauer is a site leader serving as a District Committee Sites Review Team member, English Learner Program Coordinator, Leadership Team member, district Student Attendance Review Board (SARB) member, and creator of “The Tolerance Project” (a program focusing on mentoring at-risk high school students to reduce violence and promote academic success).  She is extensively knowledgeable in working with children at risk, particularly our English-learner population. In the community, she has served as a member of the Superintendent of County Schools Community Action Planning Governance Council, chairman of the Parent Involvement Committee, president of the Jurupa District Lions Club, creator of P.U.E.N.T.E. (support group for Spanish-speaking parents), co-chairman of the Jurupa Valley Food Fest (a joint venture between the Lions and Rotary Clubs to raise money for student scholarships), member of the Rubidoux Community Service Center board, and facilitator of the Community-Based English Tutoring Program (CBET), all of which demonstrate her ability to lead in projects which not only impact the educational system but strengthen ties with parents and all segments of the community as well.
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